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European working-class organi-
zations served as models for the
Russian workers.

The Strikes of the 'Seven-
ties. The Russian Narodnik
revolutionaries, holding the
mistaken view that the peasant-
ry and the intellectual razno-
chintsi formed the principal revo-
lutionary force, assigned the
proletariat a secondary role in
the revolutionary movement.
The Narodniks failed to grasp
the significance of the class
struggle of the proletariat. But
the working class in Russia had
been growing steadily and al-
ready embarked on its revolu-
tionary struggle. Strikes broke
out spontaneously at the indus-
trial enterprises. The first big
strike occurred at the Neva textile mills in St. Petersburg in May,
1870. The striking weavers demanded an increase in wages and stood
together as one man. Only by means of arrests and legal prosecutions
were the police able to break the workers* resistance. Participation
in strikes being regarded as a state crime, the strikers were tried and
condemned by the tsarist court. A still more important strike broke
out at the Krenholm Mills in 1872. The strikers demanded a reduction
of fines and a shorter working day for children who were inhumanly
exploited at these mills. The strike was suppressed with the aid of
troops.

Strikes broke out simultaneously irx the Ukraine. One thousand
five hundred workers took part in the strike in the Hughes factory in
1875. The strike of the Odessa railway workers in 1877 lasted three
and a half weeks.

The Georgian proletariat began its struggle in the 'seventies too.

Thus, the 'sixties and 'seventies saw the beginning of a spon-
taneous movement of the workers in different parts of Russia.

The First Worker-Revolutionaries* A number of revolutionaries
from among the workers came to the fore. One of them was Vasili
Gerasimov, an active participant in the strike of 1872 at the Kren-
holm Mills. He had been brought up in an orphan home and began,
work at the mills at the age of twelve. For carrying on revolutionary
propaganda among the soldiers and workers in St. Petersburg Vasili
Gerasimov was sentenced to nine years* penal servitude. He died in